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Context
The inaugural session of the European Student Assembly will bring together 275 student
representatives from 38 European university alliances, for a conference to be held in
Strasbourg in March 2022. This inaugural session will be the first of a series of gatherings
that will give students a public voice in the European Union. Ahead of the Assembly,
students are split into 10 panels and meet with experts in order to prepare their
recommendations. Panel 1 is working on policy recommendations on the topic "Reuniting
EU citizens around its common values“. The founding principles of the EU - human dignity,
freedom, democracy, rule of law, equality, and respect for human rights - are broadly
uncontested and endangered by populist parties and extremist movements. Also, the
current challenges put the EU under pressure, which is why the identity of the European
project must be strengthened. With the students, we want to assess how the European
identity and values can be reinforced.

Participants
14 students participated in the meeting of Panel 1, 9 of them female and 5 of them male.
The participants’ origins are Poland, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Greece, Germany, Italy,
Latvia, and France. 7 of them are Bachelor students, 2 are in their Doctorate, and 5 of them
are in their Master.

Expert
Dr. Tatiana Coutto joined our panel meeting as an expert and gave us precious insights
and many inspirations for possible policy recommendations. She is a PhD in Political
Science from European University Institute in Florence who worked at the Centre for
European Studies and Comparative Politics at Sciences Po as a Marie Sklodowska Curie.
Today, Tatiana Coutto works as a postdoctoral fellow at the Vienna School of International
Studies. Her work focuses mainly on the relationship between media content and framing
and attitudes towards European integration. At the moment, PhD Coutto works on a
project called „Analyzing European Communication Strategy“.
At Sciences Po, Tatiana Coutto taught the course „European Union - Politics, Ideas, and
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Discourse” for two years, where her students got to know the different political groups
within Europe and their discourse/speeches. Also, she taught about political polarization
and populism, a topic which Tatiana Coutto is especially interested in. Her knowledge in
the political field within Europe and its increasing polarization is remarkable, which is why
we were honored to be able to listen to her inputs.

Summary of the presentation
Many values are under pressure in all Member States of the EU. On the paper, values work
nice, but the public faith in EU institutions is too low to have “reunited citizens”. Generally,
the faith in the EU institutions has declined, but at the same time, the Member States and
its citizens depend on higher cooperation.
First, we have to think about what holds us together: wanting peace (but we have that),
finding a common threat (but how can this be done without increasing hate and building
an opponent), existing relationships (but relationships are less stable), the idea of
solidarity (but what means solidarity in today’s world?). So we may ask us the question:
Can EU values be learned? They are there, but they people need to be reminded of them.

Main ideas discussed by the participants
We maybe need to remember people of war and why we need peace.
We need a stronger and emotional narrative, maybe climate anxiety is a solution.
If we try to build a common threat, we risk that minorities are being discriminated (e.g.,
when it comes to terrorism & muslims or authoritarian states and its citizens).
The EU needs to increase the EU-education of children, in order for them to reunite around
the common values of the EU. What also helps to reunite are European teams, as there
exists a golf EU team.
The EU should promote a “European Way of Life” and generally increase its
communication that is understandable for journalists.
We could also write proposals in the following plic areas: labour discrimination, animal
welfare, minorities’ rights. We need to build a European demos by connecting them
emotionally, e.g., Erasmus. We also need people to become proud of Europe.
Administrative: We will work on a shared Drive file and gather all our ideas until the next
meeting. The scope of our work and some priority issues may be set in the next meeting.
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