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The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, 
freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human 
rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. These 

values are common to the Member States in a society in which 
pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and 

equality between women and men prevail.” (art. 2 TEU)



• Public faith in EU institutions has declined due to their handling of the covid-19 
pandemic and vaccine procurement.

• This effect is strongest in Germany: disappointment with the EU has now spread 
from the periphery to the centre.

• However, the European project is not doomed, as citizens still believe in the need 
for greater cooperation – particularly in strengthening the EU as a global actor.

• Europeans see the world as being made up of strategic partnerships, with no 
automatic alliances.

• They are sceptical about the restoration of America’s leadership and feel that 
there can be no return to the West of the cold war era.

• They acknowledge the centrality of the EU in their future, but their sense of 
shared vulnerability will not be enough to move the European project forward. 
The EU should demonstrate its capacity to deliver

But…

https://ecfr.eu/publication/crisis-of-confidence-how-europeans-see-their-place-in-the-world/
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What holds us together?

Early days 
• Longing for peace

• Striving for freedom

• Defense against common 
(external) threat

• Rebuilt a promise of prosperity

• Economic, cultural/spiritual bonds

• Shared views about the role of the 
state



What holds us together?

Early days 
• Longing for peace
• Striving for freedom
• Defense against common 

(external) threat
• Rebuilt a promise of prosperity
• Economic, cultural/spiritual bonds
• Shared views about the role of the 

state
• Economy  well-being
• Solidarity

Today
• Peace taken for granted
• Freedom (self-restrain vs. common good)
• External and internal threats (sense of 

insecurity)
• Rebuilt a promise of prosperity
• More diverse, more open, (sometimes 

more unequal)
• Mistrust in institutions but demand for 

more authority
• Solidarity



Can European values be ‘learned’?

How can they be internalized? 

• Citizenship education?

• An agency? 

• Economic incentives?

• Only via Member States?

• Do we need an “opponent”?

• “Banal Europeanism” (Prof. Laura Cram)

• Emotional connections

• Policy areas: labour discrimination, animal welfare, 
minorities’ rights….

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/230523892_Introduction_Banal_Europeanism_European_Union_identity_and_national_identities_in_synergy


European values study

https://europeanvaluesstudy.eu/

European solidarity tracker 
(https://ecfr.eu/special/solidaritytracke
r/) 

Alliance for citizenship competences

https://valuesunite.eu/

Proposal for an European Agency for 
citizenship Education 
https://ecas.org/ecas-welcomes-the-
proposal-for-a-european-agency-for-
citizenship-education/
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