
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Student Assembly - Panel meeting 

Panel 1 

February 16, 2022 

 

Context  
The inaugural session of the European Student Assembly will bring together 275 student 

representatives from 38 European university alliances, for a conference to be held in Strasbourg in 

March 2022. This inaugural session will be the first of a series of gatherings that will give students a 

public voice in the European Union. Ahead of the Assembly, students are split into 10 panels and 

meet with experts in order to prepare their recommendations. Panel 1 is working on policy 

recommendations on the topic "Reuniting EU citizens around its common values“. The founding 

principles of the EU - human dignity, freedom, democracy, rule of law, equality, and respect for 

human rights - are broadly uncontested and endangered by populist parties and extremist movements. 

Also, the current challenges put the EU under pressure, which is why the identity of the European 

project must be strengthened. With the students, we want to assess how the European identity and 

values can be reinforced.  

 

Participants 
15 students participated in the meeting of Panel 1, 7 of them were female and 8 of them were male. 

The participants come from Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Italy, Latvia,  France, Hungary, Austria, 

Greece, and Croatia. 4 of them are Bachelor’s degree students, 1 a PhD student and 10 of them are 

Master’s degree students. 

 

Expert  
Mr. Emanuele Rebasti, legal officer at the Council of the European Union, joined the second 

meeting of the panel as an expert. He told us about the recently acknowledged “conditionality 

mechanism”, a new instrument Mr. Rebasti has been directly involved and working on as a legal 

officer.  

 

Summary of the presentation 
On February 16, the European Court of Justice rejected the actions brought by Hungary and Poland 

against the EU Budget conditionality mechanism on the respect of the Rule of Law by Member 

States. It turned out that the link between the budget and the rule of law breach is sufficiently 

strong. 

Mr. Rebasti explained that the judgment of the ECJ fully endorsed the legality of the conditionality 

mechanism as an instrument and thus unblocked the situation for the EU budget. The legal 

acknowledgement of this instrument paves the way for new conditional mechanisms, e.g., in asylum 
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and thus enhance the possibility to stop enforcing European Arrest Warrants if the issuing Member 

State is not protecting fundamental human rights. This instrument can thus be used to protect the 

EU values, but the breach must be essential for the rules’/regulation’s implementation. 

 

Main ideas discussed by the participants 
The participants asked Mr. Rebasti several questions on the conditionality mechanism and on how 

to improve the situation between Hungary/Poland and the EU when it comes to common values. 

When Mr. Rebasti left  the meeting, the participants discussed their 39 gathered ideas from the last 

meeting  and agreed that everybody would vote on their 2-3 favorite ideas. The students will now 

gather in groups of 2-4 on different topics and work on 1-2 policy recommendations.  
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